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California Gull

California gulls are typically found on the coasts
of Californian beaches, but are also commonly
seen inland in the West. These birds are, ironically,
Utah's state bird! ITn 1848, Calif ornia gulls are
said to have saved Mormon pioneers from a plague
of crickets that were destroying crops, eating the
crickets in a massive feast. The birds are now a
symbol of survival and gratitude. California gulls
breed in colonies and eat everything they can find.
During the winter, they fly to the Calif ornian

P’ is home to over 12 million birds 3
< ond 339 bird species. Tt is one of the
Most important stops for migrating and
breeding birds. The lake is currently
standing at around 33 feet deep, and is
rapidly decreasing. As risks of the Great
Salt Lake drying up increase, these birds
have less chances of survival (and may even
lead to extinction in many species) because
the lack of water in the Lake leads to
higher salinity of salt in the water, as well
as a lack of islands, meaning more
predators for the birds. A lack of water
also leads ko more microbiolities, meaning
less flies and brine shrimp (their main food
sourcesl) to eat. The loss of the birds would
mean many disruptions in the Food chain,
af Fecting numerous other kinds of animals
as well - Let alone losing the beauty of
these birds and the joy they bring. Saving
the Great Salt Loke is crucial to their
survival.
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